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Hot week

Parliamentary trials of 10 ministers

Government accused of citizens' blackmail 

         People's Assembly committees, in its coming week meetings, witness several parliamentary trials, held by a number of members against several ministers. Those ministers came as follows: Ministers of Electricity, Investment, Water Resources, Planning, Regional Development, Health, Environment, Trade, Internal Industry, Housing and Agriculture. 

       Committee of Industry and Energy, in its coming meetings, opens files on high pressure, passing over houses, through urgent memos presented by members: Mohammed Shaker Sanar, Alam Al Deen Al Sajhawi, Adel Hamed Al Baramawy, Husenien Al Shura and Jamal Shehata. They accuse the Ministry of Electricity of blackmailing citizens and depriving some compounds in Bahteem region of electricity. In addition, the ministry orders the engineering administration not to fix meters or furnish houses with lights unless they join a part of the portable wires. They also ask the engineering administrations in regions and villages to remove the Bulgarian meter, fixing other kinds, despite the Bulgarian ones' safety. Members also accuse Ministry of Electricity of neglecting maintenance, replacing and renewal of worn light posts in Wasef and Helal country states.

       The committee, in another meeting, discusses an urgent memo presented by member, Azab Mustafa, over gross damages of Nasr Company for Engineering and Freezing, “Colder", due to bad management. Labor Committee discusses workers' layoff through urgent memos presented by members, Saad Khalifa and Abbas Abdel Aziz, over Trust Company for Weaving, taking measures violating Labor Law, in addition to inflexibility with the syndicate committee members. 

      The committee, in another meeting, discusses an urgent memo presented by member Abdulah Eliwa over deteriorating circumstances in Public Company for Porcelain due to bad management, which led to bad product quality, productivity reduction and great money losses. 

       Regional administration committee discusses the urgent memo presented by member, Magdy Ashour, over removing residents' compounds in Salam or Marg districts. It also discusses another memo presented by member, Ali Laben, over removing the farmers' houses on pretext that they are constructed on agricultural lands.

          Social and religious affairs committee discusses the most critical files, through questions raised by member, Ali Laben, over Al Awqaf Ministry, closing the plant which makes Azhar uniform, amid a governmental attitude to totally abolish this uniform. It would impose a new uniform among mosques' imams and Azhar clerics, wearing a suit and a tie.

    Health committee discusses a number of dangerous files related to rising medicine prices, its fraud, and spread of selling human kidneys in Egypt in addition to outbreak of cancer among the Egyptian citizens. Adding to this is the government's intention to build new plants to pollute the environment, especially Talkha fertilizer plant.

MB members' urgent memos over Alexandria clashes

        MB members in Alexandria presented the Egyptian Interior Minister with urgent memos about shameful events in Montaza region between police forces and some citizens. The two members; Al Mohamedi Al Said Ahmad, Al Ramel region member and Mostafa Mohammed Mostafa, Montaza region member presented urgent memos to the Interior Minister concerning a man shot dead by one of the secret detectives in Montaza region. The memos also spoke about maltreatment of citizens inside police stations, which threatens safety and security of both citizens and homeland.

     The incident took place when Yousef Khamis Fadali, 19, was shot dead by one of the secret detectives in Montaza police station, last Friday. As the funeral was passing in front of the police station, the mourners pelted it with stones and tried to break into it, leading to a fire exchange between policemen and attackers. A big number of demonstrators managed to break into the police station and destroyed its front wall. The clashes injured a number of policemen and destroyed a number of police vehicles and private cars. More than eight persons were arrested while Montaza prosecution ordered their arrest for 4 days pending trial after accusing them of premeditated murder.   

      The members also joined the conference held by Human Rights societies over the incident. The members declared solidarity with the victim's relatives. Lawyers’ Syndicate in Alexandria declared solidarity with the victim's relatives in confronting the police bullying. A Defense Committee, headed by member Sobhi Saleh, was formed, confirming using all available parliamentary means over this issue.

        A press conference was held in Lawyers Syndicate in Alexandria, on Sunday, noon, March 26th, 2006, attended by a number of MB members in addition to Lawyers Syndicate Council in Alexandria and members of Freedoms Defense Committee. The victim's father and a number of the arrested people’s families joined the conference too.

MB members discuss corruption in Egyptian Government 

MB parliamentary bloc members and others in the Egyptian People's Assembly discuss a number of the dangerous files that accuse government of corruption, wasting public money and using unstudied and random policies, through the presented memos.

     These files discuss a necessity to reach self-sufficiency in wheat and foodstuff. They also speak about a necessity to set a certain schedule about the government's role after the collapsed poultry industry in Egypt. They include as well the government corruption that led to the internal transport facility destruction in Gharbiya governorate. The government did not pay the cash compensations for the workers in remote governorates. Sinai development is considered a necessity and a national project to improve the national economy, protecting it against any Zionist ambitions.

     The Assembly, in its sessions that would start by the coming Sunday, headed by Dr. Ahmad Fathi Soror, would determine a date to discuss an interrogation presented by member Hussein Al Shura, MB parliamentary bloc member in which he blames the government for a dangerous environmental disaster in Kafr Al Zaiyat city.

        The Assembly would also determine a date to discuss 22 memos, signed by 440 members, presented by members; Mostafa Mohammed Mostafa, Hussein Al Shura, Sabri Amer, Ashraf Badr Al Deen, Dr. Akram Al Sha'er, Abdel Wahab Al Deeb, Mohammed Mostafa Al Adeli (members of MB parliamentary bloc), Mohamed Mohamed Mohamedeen, Bahaa Abu Hamed, Abdel Rahman Al Ghoul, Fathi kandeel, Anwar Esmat Al Sadat, Hossam Shaheen and Heeder Baghdadi.

     The memos discuss a number of public issues that accuse the government of being an enemy to the Egyptian people after it- with no explanation or political sense- increased construction license fees, which affected housing problem in both village and city. They also discuss the problems facing sugarcane farmers after increasing production costs amid a stable ton price. The government also intends to privatize Sugar Company and supplementary industries. This certainly affected the sugarcane producers amid what the newspapers published about selling 20% of the company. 

       The memos discuss unemployment among the fresh graduates as the number of the unemployed rose to 10 millions. In addition, there is no clear government's image, dozens of years ago, to solve this social and economic crisis. The memos warn the government against selling Shebeen Al Koum company for weaving, resulting in dangerous social and economic repercussions. The memos also warn against neglecting discussing issues of farmers and their debts, which should be rescheduled while court suits over them should be suspended.

Egyptian Parliament discusses first interrogation on Toshke project corruption 

     The Egyptian parliament, in its morning session on Monday, April 3rd, 2006, discusses the first interrogation in the parliament's history over corruption in Toshke project. It is the interrogation presented by member, DR. Akram Al Sha'er- Health Committee deputy and MB parliamentary bloc member- in addition to member Mostafa Bakri. There are also 86 memos that accuse the government of wasting more than 6 billion pounds in Toshke project with no gains.

     Al Sha'er's interrogation is considered one of the most dangerous ones presented to the cabinet in addition to the Minister of Agriculture over the state's compliments, offered to businessmen and companies concerning Toshke project. The government certainly sold the reclaimed part at 50 pounds though its reclamation's costs reach 18.000 pounds!!

MB members' memos over rising bills of electricity and phone   

      MB members in the Egyptian Parliament presented several memos over rising bills of key goods like phone, water and electricity. Magdy Ashour – member of MB parliamentary bloc in Egyptian Parliament and member of Marj, Nozha and Salam- presented the Prime Minister and Minister of Electricity with a memo over terribly rising bills of electricity and water along the last weeks regardless of the actual consumption criteria, which caused a state of anger and worry among the citizens.

     MB member asked about the real reasons for this random increase in costs of the most vital sectors for the citizens. It is mentioned that Magdy Ashour's main headquarters in Baraka received a big number of complaints over this issue in the last few days.

Azab Mustafa’s interrogation on River Nile pollution 

Azab Mustafa submitted an interrogation over River Nile pollution and the government's failure to curb the increasing River Nile pollution due to the wastes thrown in the Nile, which is deemed vital from Aswan till Damietta . Reports said that there are about 50 meters f pollutants, which are thrown annually in River Nile, consisting of sewerage, agricultural and industrial wastes.

    Azab confirmed, in his interrogation, the government's failure to overcome the problem of the worn water networks, which leads to water leakage. This pollution in the River Nile plays a main part in the fish stock disappearance in the river, in addition to the spread of new diseases and increasing rate of Hepatitis A and kidney failure. Azab added that the government's failure to confront this problem, which increases along the time, obstructs development, negatively affects production, and consumes efforts and money.

MB members reject the government's statement 

 MB bloc officially rejects Egyptian Government's statement 

       Dr. Saad Al Katatni declared the bloc official rejection of the Egyptian government's statement. He, in his response to the statement, delivered in the Parliament session on Tuesday, March, 21st, 2006 said:  the objective reading and the accurate study of the government's statement and the report of the special committee, to study this statement, showed that what was mentioned in this context was characterized with non transparency in several aspects. The statement was unclear, lacking accurate detailed targets, realistic and objective means in addition to ways of registry and achievement criteria. Al Katatni said that the Prime Minister presented last Jan. 2006 a government's statement to explain its programs during that year. The special committee formed by the Assembly to respond to the government's statement tackled and detailed the program. It prepared a report that contained lots of details in addition to the Assembly committees' response to the statement in the committees' different work fields.  The committee said the bloc studied the statement and the presented report. It was clear that the program needs a thorough revision on level of structure, content, mechanisms, operating programs, means and ways to raise problems as well.

    The statement spoke of several issues. Yet, they intermingled and seemed unclear. The image is vague while reality; potentials and resources are not accurately known. Thus, means and mechanisms seemed mixed and it is difficult to determine what the government wants to achieve and when will such an alleged achievement come true? He indicated that it is now clear that attention should be necessarily paid to the fact that the full development needs certain principles: 

-Freedom is the necessary demand for all nation citizens and the pressing need of all individuals, associations, movements, parties and factions. The current regime should obey the nation's desire.

-The political reform and national reconciliation represent main principle of the required reform in addition to development in the social, scientific and economic fields.

-The permanent and comprehensive development should depend on science with certain consideration of objective reality amid clear conditions. It should also be governed by morals and transparency in all acts of constitution and law application.

-The human development is the basis of comprehensive development.

-Development should start through administering the possible resources before providing more of them.

      Al Katatni indicated that the temporal plan should be a part of an integrated plan that tackles all labor fields, all society problems in addition to the nation ambitions. This is carried out through determining targets in all fields in a certain period. Thus, a follow-up can be made for targets using clear achievement criteria. Therefore, the government can define the done achievements and the aspects of negligence – if there is any – to be handled. Because the statement lacked this course of action, it came weak and not integrated which makes it difficult to imagine the performance or achievements.  

    The member added that the statement tackled several issues- in its style. While evaluating this statement, we, at the same time, submit suggestions to tackle issues and problems raised partially in the statement. Due to time shortage in presentation, we conclude in the following fields (the assembly record would include a detailed study of the government's statement and the report of the committee, formed to respond to it, this year March, 2006.

Political Field 

Mention of political and legislative field came very weak and marginalized. This is considered a government's retreat concerning the alleged legislative and political reforms. No one can imagine that there is a comprehensive actual development without a human development, the core of which is freedom. Emergency laws should be abolished and should not be replaced with others that restrict freedoms and support domination and tyranny.  

      The judicial authority independence should be guaranteed in addition to supporting judges and providing full freedom for them. The judicial authority law should be immediately issued according to the judges' viewpoints and not the government's.

     He added that people demand freedom, reform and power rotation by means of actual democracy. They want to stop the executive authority domination over the legislative authority, oppressing the nation freedoms. People reject the oppressive detention. Reasonable people should realize that such acts would not lead to any stability.

      He wondered whether the current events are reasonable including injustice and obvious violations of constitution through attacking the citizens' freedoms and arresting people in streets. Even the parliament member was arrested in train, being frisked in train sleep cabin. His assistants in the parliamentary work were detained in the same cabin, what is this? Where is constitution oh constitution men??   

    Where are freedoms amid these detentions and protective custody of university students? Such a 17-year-old student in Engineering Faculty first stage… What did he do? Is he more criminal than the owner of the ferry where negligence killed 1000 Egyptians?! Who is responsible? Emergency?? And who made emergency?! Who will benefit from continuous emergency? It is several years of injustice, detention and provisional detention of Egyptians. No sentences were issued by judges and courts against those tens of thousands who were detained due to the faulty and non constitutional law?!

Al Katatni wondered: who is responsible for elections forgery?! Who is responsible about those killed by security men in elections?! He indicated that Human Rights Organizations either inside or outside unveil practices of the emergency governments. He also asked: Till when will we use emergency?! Do we want to tell the world that Egypt can not live under its ordinary laws and constitution like the other world countries?! Or what?!

      The official added that despite the emergency law, money was smuggled, loan owners fled while people responsible for disasters and those bribed escaped.. Do you want examples?! He wondered what about those of discipline and those supporting emergency?!  He added that the statement did not tackle many problems like the internal policies related to the political and constitutional reform, power rotation, freedom of party formation and newspaper issuing, foreign policies, retreat of Egypt's regional and international role, unemployment, health, medicine, environment, pollution, housing, roads, public facilities, price increase and education disorder!!

      Al Katatni confirmed that freedom is a pressing need for the nation, associations, movements, factions and parties. The current regime should meet this demand. He confirmed that the legislative and political reforms, together with the national reconciliation are the main basis for any reform or development either in the social, scientific or economic fields. The permanent and comprehensive development should depend on science with a special regard to realistic objectivity, morals and transparency amid constitution and law application. He indicated that the human development is the basis of the comprehensive development, starting with a good management of the available resources before providing new ones.

Economic Field 

       Concerning the economic and social level, the statement neglected how to end the crisis where there are price increase, low incomes, unemployment and youth problems. It is moving from bad to worse; prices are increasing; thousands are unemployed while privatization did not result in good consequences as it is said.

We have to pay special attention to the following: 

· Small projects

· Foreign and local investments activation.

· Increasing exports, interest in business sector and governmental investments.

· Care for low-income people through increasing incomes of workers and retired elements.

· Banning monopoly, competition organization and support restructuring

In the field of services, Al Katatni said we should have a clear plan to: 

· Promote education, scientific research and modern techniques.

· Improve health services, especially in field of medical education and medicine.

· Solve housing problems especially for low-income youth.

MB member added that the statement neglected several important aspects including: 

· Religious affairs and endowments

· Plantation and irrigation

· Sports

· Media and culture

· Tourism and monuments

         The member said that concerning these fields, the MB detailed in its response how to improve these services within the comprehensive development course, which we all seek. He indicated that those are the main elements of the development plan, which the statement should include as a work program for the government in one year of the plan years, which the government did not determine in the statement.

102 members reject government's statement 

         102 members, representing MB (88 members) and another number of opposition and independent members, rejected the Egyptian government's statement and submitted a memo to the People's Assembly speaker, in which they declared their rejection of the statement. They confirmed it did not determine targets in certain deadlines so that targets can be followed using clear achievement criteria. By this way, achievements can be defined and thus causes of negligence can be found and tackled. As the statement lacks such characteristics, it came weak and non-integrated. 

    They indicated that the statement neglected talking about ending the state of emergency and abolishing the notorious laws. It also neglected defining a date to issue the judicial authority law according to judges' club. It also did not speak about the immediate release of detainees against those no sentences were issued. The statement did not discuss the way to end crisis of price increase amid low incomes and unemployment spread. They said the statement did not speak about important fields like endowments, religious affairs, plantation, irrigation, industry, energy, media, culture, tourism, monuments, youth and sports. The statement also skipped several problems like the interior policies related to political and constructional reforms, power rotation, freedom to form parties and issue newspapers, foreign policies in addition to retreat of the Egyptian role on the regional and international levels.

      Signers indicated that the statement did not tackle unemployment, health, medicine, price increase and education disorder, adding that all this forced them to reject the statement.

     The MB members continued reactions to the government's statement. Member, Maher Okal confirmed that information in the statement should be certain. He said that the government statement came lacking a clear or strategic vision of the coming stage. He confirmed that the statement neglected the society problems either political, economic social or religious. The statement unfortunately depicted general items without determining the Islamic Shria principles. He added that we couldn’t get rid of this corruption except through reviving the rules stated by Allah. He wondered: where is the political reform in this statement, while it took about 90% of the government's program. He said only bread would not help human to live, adding that people in Kafr Sakar still drink polluted water. He ended his talk declaring his denial of the statement.  

Human Focus 

     Member Ahmad Abu Baraka criticized the government's insistence on neglecting the Egyptian personality formation in addition to its support of the material values spread, which negatively affected the normal Egyptian personality. He added that the government's statement concerning the political reform came, as very slow which would delay the reform for long decades. He wondered why the government's statement did not tackle: true guarantee for power rotation through fair general voting, guarantees for freedom of opinion, its declaration, call for it, and freedom of the public meetings in addition to the right of peaceful demonstration. He also spoke about freedom to possess and use the mass media and freedom to form the political parties. No administrative organization should have the right to interfere to ban this right. A new law of parties should be issued in addition to another one related to the judicial authority, coming out of the judges' will. This would guarantee the judicial authority independence. Judicial Association Supreme Council should be abolished together with the attorney general. There should be a law to practice the political rights with true guarantees for fair elections. National Identification Code should be used as well. 

    Member Hamdy Ismaiel warned against dangerous social and economic conditions that surround the Egyptian citizen. He added that corruption prevailed in all governmental systems while all positions were inherited by sons of those working in state authorities and universities.  He wondered where is the poor and where is equality?! He declared rejection of the government's statement that came disappointing. He said that, amid the emergency law, each member is observed!! He wondered what about the health insurance situation towards 50% of the Egyptian citizens. He wondered about the one responsible for wasting 150 billion pounds in establishing giant hospitals without doctors or equipments?! He also spoke of the government's situation towards the Egyptian farmer?!

Member Mustafa Mohammed Mustafa rejected the government's statement. He said the statement mentioned nothing new except smooth and provocative talk. The member added that the government's talk ignored truths. He blamed the government for the murder of 14 martyrs during the latest parliamentary elections, calling them the freedom victims. He declared the statement neglected the last blow directed to the judges during elections, speaking not of their humiliation at the government officials' hands.  He said the statement neglected lying off workers, saying mockingly: Where is the citizen whom Prime Minister talked about?!

   Member Huseein Al Shura blamed the government for the addiction among 17% of our youth. He added there are 2 million Egyptians who became addicts due to the government's failure to face unemployment. He believed that the government is responsible for more than 20 billion pounds for the treatment of those, reporting what was mentioned in National Poison Center statement. He said the government is responsible for Egypt, ranked as 129 out of 160 countries included in the report over level of transparency, corruption, lack of censorship and responsibility. He clarified that Egypt was included in the group that represented the worst international systems on level of corruption outbreak. He said that corruption prevailed in the society, either political, administrative or financial. It included several former prominent figures and officials, loan owners, editors-in-chief of governmental newspapers.. and senior employees!! He wondered about the one responsible for closing 29% of plants in 10th of Ramadan in addition to the layoff of 14% of labor?!

    Member Sabri Khalf Allah said he expected the government's statement would come with accurately determined targets. Yet, the plan came chaotic, as the statement did not define deadlines. He wondered: how the government is speaking of the political reform under detentions, prisons and detainees in prisons for 21 years?! He asked why the government did not speak about unemployment and solution?! He said how the government said that the number of the unemployment is 2.2 millions and that it appointed 1.3 millions "which means that there is no problem". On the contrary, millions of young men are in the streets searching for job opportunities. He wondered how we approve the government's statement in a corrupt society backed by the government. He added that all MP's are observed. 

     Dr. Mofeed Shehab – Minister of Legal Affairs and Parliamentary Councils- said that the government did not deny there was corruption in all fields. Yet, the government arrested some of those corrupt people, bringing them to trial. He added that it is improper to say that the government helps corruption. He said that the government demands all members to report the corruption cases. Concerning the members' observation, he said this unreasonable and hurts the Assembly reputation. On the other hand, Dr. Akram Al Sha'er – deputy Health Committee- declared rejection of the government's statement. He indicated that it did not speak of the Egyptian personality formation. It also did not enhance loyalty among young men for whom the government failed to provide job opportunities. On the contrary, it provided them with low-quality media that raises excitement. Security scares them and interferes in universities, schools, sport clubs and employment; it is the security of the regime and not the nation!!  He added that I challenge the government to declare the numbers of unemployed and how it would solve this problem with untraditional solutions. He wondered: why Prime Minister declared stopping appointments in the government?! What about the Ministry of Labor and its role? He indicated that the private sector has no medical or social insurance, dominated by very hard work. He said that the social insurance department includes only 8% of employees. Al Sha'er demanded the government to release pensions, which it seized to compensate for the budget deficit. He indicated that the street movement during elections hoped for the political reform, yet, the government came against the nation's will and killed 14 during elections and detained thousands. Al Sha'er ended his statement saying "please God do not punish us for the acts of those who are foolish". Here Dr. Mofeed Shehab got nervous, saying:  I know this is a prayer which we here in mosques, yet, the subject here is totally different. The whole talk is about the statement, wondering about what the member meant when saying "foolish", demanding to remove the word form the session record. Al Sha'er here replied: I did not mean a particular person, but the mistaken one is always sensitive"…  

Al Husseini: MB represents Egyptian nation desire and choice Mr Prime Minister 

    Member Saad Al Husseini violently lashed out the Egyptian government and its Prime Minister, Dr. Ahmad Nazeef. Al Husseini, in his response to the government statement in the People's Assembly morning session, on Wednesday, March 22nd, 2006, said that he intended to criticize the democratic chaos in the statement. Yet, the Egyptian newspapers published statements for the prime minister that shocked the Egyptian nation and came against its will. Prime Minister said, "MB does not represent a political party at all, the nation does not consider them".    

    Al Husseini confirmed that MB were chosen by the Egyptian nation, adding that any talk about democracy came incomplete and called for irony and pity as it neglected the MB that represents the nation's will, consisting of 135 members; 88 are the MB current members, 7 on way and another 40 members which the Prime Minister and Interior Minister admitted killing and imprisoning them. Al Hauseeini Quoted a poetry verse saying that these events should be carried out of certain reasons.

    Al Husseini added that any talk about democracy is no more acceptable. He also added that any talk of democracy in Egypt that does not discuss the State Security Authority acts that are destroying the country is deemed not approved. This Authority destroys all elections either related to students, staff, local elections or those of professional and labor syndicates, in addition to the legislative elections. He clarified that the policies prevailing in Egypt contradict whole chapters of constitution, in addition to principles of freedom, justice and democracy on which constitutions were based and upon which civilizations and countries were established. He added that State Security Authority policies resulted in dangerous results that split the Egyptian society into two halves: the first one is secure, as it knows there is no censorship or punishment. The current situation in the country that led to such a great number of disasters is still continuous and will lead to more crises. Concerning the second one, it represents most of the people; those who are afraid, scared and pursued, lacking creativity. He clarified that these conditions deprive Egypt of the best thing it has; which is the creative man with will and determination.

   The member said that according to what was previously mentioned, he rejects the statement. He confirmed that Dr. Mofeed Shehab, Minister of the Parliamentary Councils, always wanted to drag us to the secondary priorities, taking us away from the main key items. Al Huseeini, therefore, would submit his response to the government's statement, supposed to be presented to the members and preserved in the council record. The response includes 26 policies and certain suggestions hoping to be discussed by the government. It is worth mentioning that the government, for the first time, kept silence while the Prime Minister did not comment on what was raised by the MB members about the Interior MInistery and State Security Authority.   

MB members in Press Conference: Government's statement crushed citizens' dreams 

MB parliamentary bloc held a press conference on Tuesday, March 21st, 2006 in Lawyers Syndicate to respond to the government's statement, delivered by Prime Minister, Dr. Ahmad Nazeif, in Jan. 30th. AT the beginning, Dr Saad Al Katatni – head of the MB parliamentary bloc, confirmed that the government's statement delivered by Prime Minister lacked credibility in all aspect discussed in the statement. He, concerning the political and legislative aspects, said it is unreasonable to have the emergency law for 25 years, and not to be replaced by another. He added that the government crushed freedom in the society; it is absent in many aspects like courts. The citizens ask for freedom and reform. He spoke about detentions and governmental interference in judges' acts, demanding that full freedom should be provided for them, not from the government's viewpoint. He declared that the objective reading and thorough study of the government's statement and the special committee report showed that the statement was characterized with disorder, mystery and oddness. It had no clear image, accurate detailed targets, objective and realistic means together with ways of follow-up and evaluation. He indicated that these elements are basic in the developmental plan, which should be adopted by the statement as a government's work program within a year of the plan's, which number was not determined in the statement. The statement thus did not tackle many of the nation's problems; like the internal policies related to the political and constitutional reform, power rotation, freedom to form a party or issue a newspaper, the foreign policies, retreat of Egypt's regional and international role, unemployment, health, medicine, environment, pollution, housing, roads, public facilities, price increase and education.

    Hussein Mohamed Ibrahim, deputy bloc head, confirmed that the government's statement delivered by Fr. Ahamd Nazeef, is a nominal referendum of item number 133 in the constitution. The government's program is not related to the state fifth-way plan. He added that concerning the political side, the government just issues slogans. The nation demands to abolish the emergency law, not being replaced by anti terror one.  He added that the statement did not tackle the state of emergency. In addition, the political parties' law amendment was a retreat and not a progress. He said the Egyptian citizen should stand trial before Egyptian courts and not court-martials, in addition to a free and fair judicial system, not under the government's control. The member accused the government of the repeated detentions, using emergency law and citizens' repeated disappearance. He added that the government's political program represents only slogans, which carries no reforms.

   Engineer Ashraf Badr Al Deen said the statement came as general. It neglected the pressing issues, which represented a national demand of all political powers. This negligence, therefore, led to a state of political stagnation, corruption, social injustice and scientific undevelopment, which currently threatens Egypt in its national security, its national position together with its Islamic leadership and international role. The member spoke of many notes and responses. He added that the statement neglected the most important field; the human personality formation. Human is the core of the world; his happiness is the target of all development. Everything that promotes the human personality including morals that revive conscience and lead to faithfulness, sacrifice and proficiency, should be encouraged. While the Egyptian people are normally religious – yet, some material values negatively affected the normal Egyptian personality- the one that seeks reform should see to reform this personality on basis of belief, straightness and morals. The operation should be carried out through paying respect to the nation principles, the youth upbringing on basis of belief and valuable morals. Much care and protection should be given to the family. The public should be urged to abide by the religious principles and noble dealings. Mass media has be clarified from all that contradict Islamic tradition.  

       The member added that the statement was full of hopes and inapplicable promises. Dr. Ahmad Nazeef mentioned in the statement that the number of the unemployed reached 2 millions, yet, no body agreed that the number is correct. He also added that unemployment rate was 10% and was reduced to 9.5%. The government used wrong data to mislead the citizens. It also stated that labor reached 20.6% in Egypt while the unemployment cannot be solved except through the foreign, not the governmental or the private investment.

       Representing the National Front for Change and as a deputy of Dr. Aziz Sedki, Dr. Jamal Zahran said the government's statement lacks the clear political philosophy and that the political reform from the government's point of view is a partial and not a total one. He added that the absence of democracy confirms there is a clear imbalance in the political regime.

     Dr. Mohammed Al Beltaji – bloc secretary- in his speech- said that the services level is clearly limited especially for the low-income people. He added that the government does not care for the fact that the citizens should live a good life. The statement, he confirmed, neglected the educational reform, which represents an indication of the nation promotion. The statement also neglected talking about health services, environment, preemptive medicine, while we are living in a totally polluted environment. Engineer Saad Al Husseini said the statement ignored foreign and Arab aspects, slightly tackling them. This contradicts with the government's role. He believed that US now dominates nations and Arab regimes. At the end of the conference, the parliamentary bloc confirmed rejection of the government's statement, considering having nothing but slogans.

People's Assembly events 

The people's Assembly, in its morning session on Thursday, March, 23rd, 2006, discussed a number of urgent memos presented by Taimour Abdel Ghani and Mahoud Mujahed – members of the MB parliamentary bloc – over publishing indecent pictures in "Eastern Egyptian" newspaper. The members confirmed that the newspaper greatly violated the Egyptian Society morals, demanding to take an urgent situation against these violations.

    Dr. Fathi Soror – Parliament speaker- commented saying: "I agree with those members that those pictures are totally indecent and disgusting. It is not proper to present these pictures to the Assembly. The Parliament speaker said he would send these pictures to Head of the Press Supreme Council and Minister of Culture so that both of them take the proper measures, considering protecting morals and youth.

      Dr. Mofeed Shehab – Minister of Legal and Parliamentary Affairs- confirmed that the government supports taking proper measures against those newspapers that greatly offend the society. We do not approve that those tabloid newspapers are issued in Egypt. We, therefore, would follow the response of the concerned organizations to this issue. On the other hand, member, Sobhi Saleh- member of the MB parliamentary bloc- hailed the situation of both Parliament speaker and the government. He indicated that this newspaper is issued by a Social Affairs charity, demanding to immediately suspend it.

MB members demand to unveil mystery of " Alexanderous" disappearance 

The People's Assembly Foreign Relations Committee discussed a number of memos submitted by members: Abdel Wahab Al Deeb, Sabri Amer, Yasser Mahmoud and Yosri Tealeb- members of MB parliamentary bloc- over the disappearance of " Alexanderous" ship with 10 of the Egyptian sailors on board, about 15 months ago. Members in their memos, confirmed that the ship owned by Arab Company for Ship Management- Jordanian- left Aqaba port in Jordan in Dec.28th, 2004. Contacts were held with it till Jan.1st, 2005 and then contact was lost till now. Nothing was known of the ship or those on board despite lots of news about its sinking or capture by the Libyan authorities. Though the relatives of the victims tried all means to learn of their relatives' fate, no results were reached till now. 

       The members called for a meeting between the victims' relatives and the Foreign Ministry representatives to unveil truth, especially as the case is characterized by a state of severe mystery, which requires clear responses from Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   

    On his part, ambassador Said Tantawi – representative of Ministry of Foreign Affairs- confirmed they do not represent an authority of investigations. They just followed up the measures taken by the Libyan government and the results they reached. He excluded that the Libyan government detained the Egyptian sailors. They most probably were lost. He vowed to issue death certificates as soon as possible together with compensations. He also promised to define a date to meet the victims' relatives.

MB members demand Egyptian effective contribution to end Iraqi occupation 

         People's Assembly Arab Affairs committee discussed on Wednesday, March, 22nd, 2006 two memos submitted by Dr. Mohammed Saad Al Katatni, head of the MB parliamentary bloc, together with Dr. Hamdy Hassan- the bloc media spokesman- over the recent regrettable events in the Iraqi Samaraa city. The two members, in their memos, confirmed that these events raised great pity in the Egyptian hearts concerning the situation in the neighboring Iraq. This includes destruction of Sunni mosques, Shiite shrines and blasts all over the country. The Egyptian society is rejecting these acts as it may lead to a destructive civil war. They demanded that Egypt, the elder sister of all Arab countries, should contribute to immediately end the foreign occupation, aiding the Iraqis to get out of this dilemma. Conditions in Iraq are getting worse. Despite disadvantages of Saddam Hussein's comprehensive rule, there were no splits like those of today. Al Katatni and Hassan warned against depleting the Iraqi resources; either natural including oil and monuments or human through killing the Iraqi scientists. They indicated there was a "black scenario" written for the region. A future plan should be defined to tackle these situations on reality.  

     In his comment, ambassador Hani Khalaf, senior assistant of Foreign Minister, said that the Iraqi issue touches the core of the Egyptian national security. Thus the Egyptian acts were clear from the very beginning, focusing on three aspects: the Iraqi nation unity, Iraq Arabization and the national interest.

Accusing national member of "forgery" raises People's Assembly crisis 

     National Party member Khalid Rezk raised a state of severe disgust in the Egyptian Parliament morning session on Wednesday, March 22nd, 2006 after he described the MB as banned and dissolved. This raised the MB parliamentary bloc anger, and they demanded the Parliament speaker to take the necessary measures.

     This happened when member Bahaa Al Den Attaiya – member of the MB parliamentary bloc- was delivering his statement in response to the government's statement. He directed a message to the MB members saying: "Do not be sad, you are the first". Soror responded saying: "Do you mean all Muslims or MB only", adding "I understand that you mean all Muslims". Here Attaiya replied "you have the freedom to choose". After Attaiya delivered his statement, Rezk said " I do not know who are the first and who are the last, I reject this dissolved group style..". The bloc members interrupted him and forced him to sit amid the MB members' disgust. They condemned this was said by a member who succeeded through forgery, with three martyrs in Zakazeek, though MB candidate Dr. Mohammed Mosri was supposed to overcome him with a difference of 15.000 points.

     Rezk was an Interior Ministry officer. The security authorities backed him in an unprecedented way after the National Party candidate failed in the first round of the last Legislative Elections third stage in Zakazeek. He stood reelections before Dr. Mohammed Moussa- member of MB Guidance Office. The interior Ministry backed him through banning voters to come near the election committees. It also used real and rubber bullets, gas bombs and tear gas bombs to ban those who would elect Morsi. Rezk finally won amid three martyrs in addition to dozens injured. He soon joined the National Party while independent members rejected to do the same.

Most violent parliamentary trial over deteriorating health services in Egypt 

      The People's Assembly, in its Thursday session, March, 23rd, 2006, witnessed the most violent trial against Prime Minister, Dr. Ahmad Nazeef and Health Minister, Dr. Hatem Al Jabali over the deteriorating health and medical services in addition to the little financial resources of the health sector, which reaches no more than 3% of the total national outcome. 

     This took place through 103 memos and questions submitted by members of the MB, National Part and opposition. Dr. Hamdy Al Said – Head of Doctors- accused the government of neglecting the health sector in Egypt. He said " we still neglect this sector, indicating that the poorest countries' contribution in this sector is more than the Egyptian one, which needs 29 billion pounds while the actual number is 6.4 billions.

    Members; Mohammed Farid Ismail, Al mOhammedi Al Said Ahmad, Magdy Ashour, Ashraf Farouk,, Al Baroudi, Karam Al Hafiyan, Mohsen Radi, Mohamed Kasba, Maher Okal, Abdel Allah Eliwa, Mahmoud Mejahed, Hassan Yousef, Mostafa Mohammed Modtafa, Essam Mokhtar, Sabri Khalf Alllah, Hussein Al Shura, Ibrahim Al Jaafari, Saad Esmat Al Husseiniand Ezzat Mostafa confirmed that the citizen's health deteriorates in the governmental hospitals. The patient is crushed at his entrance. The wondered where is the respect of constitution that stated that each citizen has the right to have treatment and proper health care. The members wondered: Till when would we neglect this corruption in hospitals? Till when would the equipments remain out of service? He also wondered about the doctors' failure.

   Member Mahmoud Mejahed warned against the danger of neglecting the health services in Madariya region, where more than 2 millions are living in Ain Shams and Ezbat Akl Nakhl. He wondered about the time when Ain Shams hospital would open though it was established three years ago, while Matariya Educational hospital remains with X-ray equipment till now.

    Member Mohammed Farid Ismaiel confirmed that much care should be paid to the Egyptian citizen who does not find the proper health care or treatment in the governmental hospitals. He wondered about the real reasons for not completing Emergency Hospital in Fakous region. Magdy Ashour demanded to focus on Nozha and Marj, saying, " my region is considered one of the biggest regions in Cairo, especially as it includes cities of As Salam, Nahda and Marj in addition to parts of Ezbat Al Nakhl, Al Zahour, Berkat Al Haj and Mossasat Al Zakat". He confirmed that those regions depend on One-day hospital. He demanded establishing more than one hospital in this region, which is still deprived of health services.

Member Ashraf Farouk Al Baroudi stressed that more focus should be paid to Upper Egypt regions that remained deprived of all public services for several years. He said " a reconciliation should be made with the Upper Egypt, especially Sohaj and its villages where there are deteriorating health services especially in Gerga public hospital.

    Member Mohsen Radi criticized the deteriorating key structure and the lack of equipments in Banha hospitals, saying:  there are hospitals that are still consisting of concrete blocs, three years ago. He demanded supporting Health Insurance Hospital in Banha. Mohammed Kasba wondered: Till when would we suffer of several problems that surround the poor citizen and governmental hospitals at the same time? He demanded that more care should be paid to Farascor central hospital that suffers from negligence and severe shortage in assistant doctors. He added " Is it proper that the whole hospital has only two anesthetists, serving about half million citizens. The hospital also does not have an X-ray system or magnetic resonance imaging. Baby units have no artificial respiratory systems or intensive care units. Emergency unit in the same hospital is an empty structure 10 years ago.

   Member Abdullah Eliwa greatly surprised the others when he confirmed that Khanka hospital has no doctors or sewerage, He added that many other hospitals have no services in Seriyakos and Shebeen Al Kanatar.

      Mustafa Mohamed Mustafa wondered: When will we stop wasting public money and continue the health associations, especially as there are four units in Montaza which are not complete till now, six years ago despite being in villages away from the public hospitals. He confirmed that there are medical units with no doctors or ambulances. 

   Member Essam Mokhtar blamed the Ministry of Health for the gross negligence in the new residential compounds in Nasr City and Heliopolis especially the first and third compounds in New Cairo. He said: Ministry of Health neglected receiving one of the hospitals, established in the first residential compound near Katamiya, which led to it’s selling to an investor.

    Member Ahmad Abu Baraka said ironically: " I do not want to make matters worse ". He blamed the former governments for deterioration of medical and health services in addition to the shortage of medicine and medical equipments. He added that the government should take immediate measures to face the disorder; otherwise, they would face severe punishment in parliament sessions. 

    Member Hussein Al Shura wondered about Kafr Al Zaiyat public hospital, which is shut down for five years on pretext of restoration. He confirmed that there are doctors with honor degree. Yet, they do not find " aspirin " for the patients. He also demanded the government for immediate and additional budget for the hospital.

    On his part, Dr. Hatem Al Jabali – Minister of Health- admitted that there are several disadvantages. Yet, he said, " The picture is not totally gloomy". He demanded to increase the Health Ministry budget per year at the value of 5 billion pounds, adding that there are current efforts to increase Health Insurance budget that treats 35 million citizens while its real budget is 1.6 billion pounds.

    Al Jabali, in his response to the members, clarified that the lack or obstruction of medical equipments in a number of hospitals is attributed to the administrative regime. Adding to this is the reduction of the required systems number to the half and buying the cheapest equipments without maintenance papers.

        The minister said:  our resources are so limited. We have debts that reach 2 billions and 93 millions which were supposed to be paid five years ago to the companies providing medical equipments. He added that many of these companies stopped to provide Ministry of Health with these equipments. The Minister of Health denied there are 170.000 cancer patients. He added the number reaches 18.000 only. He declared that the rate of those having Hepatitis C ranges from 14% to 18% of the total Egyptian population.  

    On the other hand, member Sabri Amer demanded to necessarily separate between working in hospitals and private clinics. He added that the hospitals’ managers unfortunately refer the patients to their private clinics, using the hospital equipments in treating the private cases. Azab Mostafa wondered: When would the patients in Umm Al-Masreen hospital in Giza find neurology medicines??

    Member Saad Esmat Al Husseini warned against the government’s continuous negligence of citizens in Mahala Al Kobra where population reaches more than one million and half. He added that the public hospital there does not work since 2002 though it has 500 beds and was receiving half million of cases per year. He wondered: What would those citizens do till the hospital is completed? And When would they finish the Liver Hospital which they started 10 years ago?!

MB members accuse Interior Ministry of obstructing elections in six constituencies

MB members in the Egyptian Parliament accused the Interior Ministry of obstructing holding the parliamentary elections in six constituencies. This took place when Egyptian Parliament National Security and Defense Committee, in its meeting on Tuesday, March, 21st, 2006, discussed a memo submitted by Dr. Mohammed Fadel on the issue.

      On their part, members Said Asker and Osama Jadu blamed the government for obstructing constitution and judicial sentences. They added that the government was used to this behaviour. Asker said we do not want to achieve personal interests; yet, we only want constitution and law to be respected.

    On the other hand, General Ahamd Diaa – Assistant Interior Minister – declared that the Egyptian courts would start considering claims on election suspension in these constituencies, starting from tomorrow, Wednesday, 22/3/2006. Diaa rejected accusing his Ministry of obstructing the parliamentary elections in six constituencies since polls started to choose the new People’s Assembly, held before the end of the last year. He added that elections postponement was not out of administrative, security or police control, it was carried out to respect final administrative judicial sentences issued to stop by-elections in these constituencies. He confirmed that postponing elections in six constituencies out of 222 ones does not represent any constitutional or legal fault, taking into consideration that the current parliament is practicing its legal and constitutional authorities under the current members. They represent the biggest number of members, only lacking 12, where as their number exceeded the required majority according to constitution.  

               Diaa Al Deen clarified that elections obstruction in these constituencies does not represent a violation of constitution. Assistant Interior Minister indicated that a sentence is still expected in these currently filed claims. He confirmed that the Interior Ministry, as an administrative organization, is deemed not a party or an enemy. He believed that the claims filed by the rivals are still to be considered in the civil courts waiting to be decided on.

Participation in committees   

Asker unveils government’s failing economic policies in the Egyptian Parliament  

        Sheikh Said Asker strongly criticized the governmental policies targeting selling the Egyptian nation properties like plants and companies. He ironically wondered: Have we deleted words (replacement, renewal and development) from the Arab Language dictionary or they were removed from the government’s strategy??? Asker indicated that the government wants to sell everything and destroy the nation economy. He said: There are many companies that have several successful branches either on level of production or export, with the exception of (Branch 2) that suffers of structural disorder as a result of corruption and bad management. He added the government should think in changing these branches’ boards instead of selling them so that matters are back on track. He continued: or corrupt opinions are now imposed on us? 

    He stressed that privatization programs should be reconsidered, after it stopped many successful plants and evacuated thousands of employees. He added that replacement and development represent the best option fro these factories, companies and employees. He was surprised at the fact that the government insisted to pay at the cheapest price. 

    This took place when the Egyptian People’s Assembly economic committee discussed on Tuesday, March, 28th, 2006 a memo submitted by Member general Saad Al Jamal, head of the Arab Affairs Committee, over the government’s attempts to sell baked brick plant in Saaf Giza region, owned by Mining Holding Company.

        Asker also demanded to necessarily rescue workers in West Tanta Company for Rubber, as they were laid off after the company was sold. He added it is so strange that the company unites with the new investor to lay off the workers. The workers, in return, were surprised to find an item in the company closure resolution, stating that they would remain after selling the company. Yet, when they were back again to the company demanding their return, their demand was denied. Asker said: workers resorted to courts, which demanded the closure resolution that included items, which protect their rights. The company, in return, rejected to give them the resolution, ordering them to head to the Privatization Cabinet Committee, which delayed all measures, as if it is related to war secrets. They asked the workers to get the resolution from Minister of Investment, Dr. Mahmoud Mohyee Al Deen. They added we did not get the resolution till now to submit it in the court. Asker wondered about such blackout, whether there are faults, which the government wants to hide and the beneficiary from the workers’ layoff?

    On his part, member Salah Abu Al Yazeed – government’s representative- surprised all members when he confirmed that the company does not belong to the government of the Public Business Sector. It is a private sector company and it is not related to privatization program at all. It is a joint stock with a capital of 19 million pounds with a number of banks as shareholders. He clarified that the company losses reached in 2002 about 303.6 million pounds where as the losses of a whole stage reached 1 billion and 306 millions which led to shortage of property assets and the French investor withdrew as a result. He made it clear that the company before lying off depended on loans and banks overdrawing reaching the sum of 1 billion and 303 millions. He said the closure resolution was issued by the Company General Assembly that demanded it’s selling. Yet, owners raised the problem in the cabinet, asking it to take the proper measures against both the company and the workers. The cabinet, as a result, interfered to protect the workers’ rights, yet, he confirmed at the same time there is an Egyptian law that obliges the government to pay compensations in Private Sector. Asker commented, saying that there are many questions concerning what was mentioned by the government’s representative. He said if this company was a private sector one so what about its relation to the Privatization Cabinet Committee?! And if courts’ sentence would be decisive in the case – God willing for the workers- yet, the committee should officially demand a copy of the closure resolution, backed by all the committee members who would officially address the cabinet in this respect.

Al Sha’er unveils wrong practices in educational hospitals 

     The People’s Assembly members discussed corruption and humiliation of patients and their families inside the educational hospitals. They refuse to release the bodies of those dead – and alive too – till paying the treatment bills. This contradicts what was mentioned by Minister of Legal Affairs and Parliamentary Councils, Dr. Mofeed Shehab, concerning official resolutions, issued by Ministers of Education and Health, which banned taking bodies. This took place in the meeting of the Egyptian Parliament Educational Committee, which witnessed dangerous confessions of Dr. Madiha Khatab- dean of Faculty of Medicine ( Qasr Eini). She stated that there is a general state of dissatisfaction with the health care in Egypt, adding “ we have to admit that the country is full of mistakes, yet, we should not generalize everything describing it as corrupt.

   The committee witnessed the members’ violent accusations during the committee’s discussion if an urgent memo submitted by member Akram Al Sha’er- Assistant Health Committee- over the administrative and financial corruption inside French Qasr Eini hospitals. He confirmed there are financial violations, public money wasting, high price medical equipments, registering them with different prices in specialized Ain Shams Hospital. He added that being a doctor unfortunately turned to a mere trade inside French Qasr Eini.Al Sha’er greatly criticized that the Administrative Censorship report was not submitted in the People’s Assembly, which unveils corruption inside the hospital. He added that though the Assembly asked for this report two weeks ago, it was not presented till now. Besides, there are resolutions for treatment at the state expense, which were issued for imaginary patients, not in the hospital. He also spoke about a sole company that provides all medical equipments to the hospital at prices, ought to be investigated. Doctors, in the same hospital, are also accused of committing violations “secretly and on public”, indicating that they are dealing with imaginary companies. He wondered: What about the censorship attitude towards all these violations?!

      Member Mahmoud Attiya indicated that health in Egypt is of a secondary priority. Patients are humiliated and maltreated by the doctors together with their families. He added that the Ministry of Health should take the necessary measures.

      On his part, member Ali Laben criticized the censorship absence in the private and luxury hospitals amid the decreasing role of the governmental and educational hospitals in patients’ treatment. He demanded to establish a censorship authority to stop these hospitals from exaggerating in medical services, adding that what is happening in these hospitals is some sort of corruption and lack of conscience.

    Dr. Mohamed Al Beltaji indicated that the great corruption in administrative and financial aspects inside hospitals deprives the citizen to receive the proper medical service. He added that patients are banned to leave in some hospitals till paying bills, especially inside French Qasr Eini. We are shocked with exaggerated bills after adding items which the patient did not use in addition to describing surgeries in a mere trade style. This certainly offends the profession.

In Al Sha’er first presidency… Health Committee demands free baby formula distribution

      Egyptian People’s Assembly Health Committee issued several important resolutions, including the distribution of subsidized baby formula. Besides, the companies would officially declare about the places where this formula would be sold, as a way of helping the families. An accurate and official statement, with the Ministry of Health cooperation, would include the number of those cases in Egypt in addition to immediate and accurate statistics of the other cases having similar diseases.

    These resolutions were submitted to the committee, headed by Dr. Akram Al Sha’er- Health Committee deputy, Member of the MB parliamentary bloc and Port Said member- for the first time to discuss baby formula problem, its shortage in markets in addition to high prices.

     Verbal disputes started between companies’ owners and other members especially when talking about some formulas, which the baby, having certain diseases like “Fetel Keoton Yorya “need. The price of one can reaches more than 185 pounds. So if the child need three cans a week, food budget for this child would be very expensive while the companies’ owners rejected to reduce the price. When Al Sha’er asked about the number of children having such a disease, the response said there is no accurate number, yet, they exceeded 200 ones. The committee ended issuing the previous resolutions. 
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